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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
 Holy God, 
 you search us and know us. 
      You are acquainted with all our ways. 
 We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin- 
 our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
 We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. 
 We distrust those who are not like us. 
 We exploit the earth and its resources 
 and fail to consider generations to come. 
 Forgive us, gracious God,  
 for all we have done and left undone. 
 Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; 
 receive them in your divine mercy. 
    Amen. 
 
GREETING 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
FIRST READING:  Genesis 1: 1-5  
 
SECOND READING:  Acts 19: 1-7 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 1: 1-11 
 
MESSAGE                           
  

 
                              

SERMON HYMN   “Shall We Gather at the River”  ELW #423(vs. 1&2) 
      
 Shall we gather at the river, 
 where bright angel feet have trod, 
 with its crystal tide forever 
 flowing by the throne of God? 
 
Refrain 
 Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
 the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
 gather with the saints at the river 
 that flows by the throne of God. 
 
      On the margin of the river, 
 washing up its silver spray, 
 we will walk and worship ever, 
 all the happy golden day.  Refrain 
 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD:  CREED 
 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BLESSING 
   
DISMISSAL 
 We are a Christ-centered community of believers called to 
 Love God, love people, and serve the world. 

  
      Go in Peace.  Christ is with you. 
      Thanks be to God. 
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