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Jesus is God’s beloved, and so are we.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Mark 1:4-11
Monday Genesis 1:1-5
Tuesday Acts 19:1-7
Wednesday Mark 15:33-39
Thursday Ephesians 4:1-6

The baptism of Jesus

God creates light

Paul baptizes in Ephesus
Death of Jesus

Unity in the body of Christ

Friday Galatians 3:19-29 The purpose of the law
Saturday Psalm 29 The voice of God in the storm
Sunday John 1:43-51 Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you |
am well pleased.” Mark 1:11 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, we thank you for Jesus, your Beloved Son and our Savior and for claiming us in baptism

as your loved children now and always. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God of tender care, as we are given strength from this meal, may we remember with joy that we
are your beloved children through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord give you strength and bless you with peace. (Psalm 29:11)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What is a dramatic event you have witnessed or heard about?
e Have you experienced a baptism as a life-changing event? Explain.
e How was Jesus’ baptism a life-changing event for the world?

DEVOTIONS ‘2

Read: Mark 1:4-11.

Jesus’ baptism is marked by dramatic events. Not only did Jesus go out to John in the
wilderness, but so did “all the people of Jerusalem” (v. 5). John, who has a strong following
acknowledges that Jesus, the one to come after John, is so much more important, that John is
not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals. Jesus’ own baptizing will bring with it the Holy Spirit, not
just the call to repentance, as was the baptism of John. The Holy Spirit will make Jesus’ baptism
and the Christian baptism different (see Acts 19:1-7). Then, the most dramatic moment
happens, the moment that defines Jesus’ baptism as a cosmic shattering event: the heavens
were torn apart and the Spirit of God came down, appearing like a dove. The tearing apart of
the heavens will be matched by the tearing apart of the curtain in the temple at the time of
Jesus death (Mark 15:38). Jesus’ baptism is linked with the cosmic shattering event of his death
that changes for all time our relationship to God. This is something that we participate in
through our own baptisms, another earth-shattering experience filled with love that claims us
as God’s beloved children. Is being claimed by God in baptism earth shattering to you? Why or
why not?

Pray: God of glory and might, help us to see and believe in your earth-shattering power and
love for us and to see that love embrace us in the remembrance of our baptisms. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

The baptism of Jesus took place using water. Water is essential to life. It is important that
rivers, lakes, and oceans stay clean but they can get and have been contaminated by people’s
actions. What are some things we can do to help keep our waters clean and free of pollution?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS ﬁ

The “Baptism of our Lord Sunday” is a time to recall our own baptisms. This week in your
home, light a candle, perhaps your own baptismal candle. Dip your fingers into a bowl of water
and mark the sign of the cross on your forehead or the foreheads of one another. As you mark
the sign of the cross, give this blessing:

Say: You are God’s beloved child.
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