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Mission: 
To love like Jesus so 
that each person 
experiences God’s way. 

Peace Lutheran Church
Newsletter 

July 2024 

Love God, Love People,
and Serve the World! 
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Snapology is Here for the Summer!

Our friends at Snapology are back at Peace from 
May 27 to August 16, 9am - 4pm, Monday - Friday.

The Fellowship Hall will be unavailable for rental or
events during that time. If you will be in and out of the

church this summer, please respect their time and space.



Community Matters

 

There is an epidemic of loneliness in the 
United States, and lacking connection can 
increase the risk of premature death to 
levels comparable to smoking 15 cigarettes 
a day, according to a new advisory from the U.S. Surgeon General.

The report titled "Our Epidemic of Loneliness and Isolation "finds that even before the COVID-19
pandemic, about half of U.S. adults reported experiencing measurable levels of loneliness.
And it warns that the physical consequences of poor connection can be devastating, including a 29%
increased risk of heart disease; a 32% increased risk of stroke; and a 50% increased risk of developing
dementia for older adults.

"It's hard to put a price tag, if you will, on the amount of human suffering that people are
experiencing right now," says Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy.

"In the last few decades, we've just lived through a dramatic pace of change. We move more, we
change jobs more often, and we are living with technology that has profoundly changed how we
interact with each other and how we talk to each other. Further, you can feel lonely even if you have a
lot of people around you because loneliness is about the quality of your connections."
            

As a natural introvert, sometimes itʼs hard for me to really appreciate how important community really
is. It is literally life-saving. 

The church has long embraced this faith practice known by the Greek word              or community.
The earliest apostles devoted themselves to this practice found in Acts 2. Community wasnʼt an
option; it wasnʼt a social club; it wasnʼt something extra if they had time. Community was a way of
sharing life together. 

The benefits are clear. We live healthier, fuller, richer lives when we share it. Itʼs not addition like
1+1=2. Itʼs the exponential multiplication of shared moments that create numerous experiences of life
together. 

How are you investing in the spiritual practice of community? 

Who are those people you can count on to be there, and conversely, they can count on you to be
there? Because sooner or later we will all face challenging times in which we cannot get through by
ourselves.

Who are your accountability partners? Who are those true friends who will be honest to the core with
you, because you trust them and they make you better because they know you and can see things
you canʼt? We need these people in our lives. 

Who are the people you celebrate with? We were made to be in relationship with God and one
another. I love the story of the lost coin in Luke 15 when the woman finds her lost coin and then
throws a party and invites all her friends and neighbors to celebrate with her. God is the God of
relationship who celebrates together.
1. https://www.npr.org/2023/05/02/1173418268/loneliness-connection-mental-health-dementia-surgeon-general
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 A Message from the Pastor 
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The believers devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their
shared meals, and to their prayers. Acts 2:42

42

koinania



Jesus reminds us where 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, there I am also. Certainly, thereʼs time for
solitude—Jesus went off to be alone on occasion– but he specifically says when you gather, 
I am present in that shared experience.
The world needs more community as it increasingly retreats to its own individualistic quarters. 
What would it be like if we made sure everyone in the church had a friend—that no one got left out?
God already has a solution to counter the epidemic of loneliness, and thatʼs called community.
Peace is taken a few new steps to build community.
 1) Peace Pictorial Directory
Thereʼs a lot of new faces out there. The goal of the new Pictorial Directory is to put names to those
faces and stay connected as a church community. Each household may pick up a directory in the
lobby area of the church from June 14 - July.
What about people whose pictures arenʼt in the directory?
The problem with printed directories is that the moment 
you print them, they begin to be outdated. New people 
joining our community can be added over time with extra
 pages to be printed after New to Peace orientations.
Peace will also aim to create a new directory every 2-3 years in order to stay current. In addition, we
are exploring options for a digital directory that can be managed much more easily.
2) Nametags
Speaking of putting names to faces, our worship team is working on launching nametags for Sunday
morning this summer. We want to create a community that knows one another.
Sometimes nametags create a system of insiders and outsiders; the people who have nametags and
those who donʼt. But the new system will be an easy on-demand thermal printing method that will
give everyone to known without the problem of having some kind of special standing. 

3) Senior Social
Our Compassion Team is launching a monthly gathering of retirees to come and have lunch and
community time together (You donʼt have to be a retiree by the way). Our hope is that we can build
deep bonds, experience joy, and share our lives together. This combats the plague of loneliness and
our need for social health. Keep an eye out for more info in future newsletters.
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 A Message from the Pastor
Continued

Peace,   
       Pastor Jake

Not everyone likes to wear a nametag, but our hope is that youʼll
practice the gift of hospitality so that others can know 
your name and recognize the value of community.
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 A Message from the Deacon
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 A Message from the Deacon
Continued
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 Lutheran Men in Mission Retreat
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July Mission Spotlight 

 
Peaceful Yoga in July



Lavern Kistner 
Martin Franz 
Carol Franz 

Bob Johnson 
Jim Miller 

Riley Martinez 
Rick Smith 

John Claycomb 
Arlene Wold 
Helen Probst 
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July Birthdays Peace Prayer
Ministry 

July
Anniversaries

 
Abundant Blessings 

Peace Lutheran Church has an 
active Prayer Ministry. We have 
an Email Prayer 
Chain, we have a 
Zoom “Sweet 
Hour of Prayer” 
Group that meets 
every Monday 
morning at 
9:00 a.m., and we have a Prayer 
loom that is included in our 
Sunday morning prayers. All are 
welcome to join our email Prayer 
Chain and our Monday morning 
Prayer Group. 

We have experienced some 
amazing, answered prayers this 
year and we have given comfort to 
many of our members in their 
times of distress. You can email 
Becky at beckyvoges@yahoo.com for 
info. 

Lillie Braune 7/1  
Zac Fain 7/4  

Judy Clark 7/5  
Arthur Woytek 7/6  
Cary Stanley 7/10  

Heidi Brundrett 7/10  
Sandra Freeman 7/10  
Estelle Raschke 7/11  

Natanael Lizarazo Florez 7/11  
Kez Wold 7/12  

Caleb Simmont 7/13  
Michael Amori 7/15  
Rory McNeill 7/16  

Joanne Mathis 7/16  
Scott Weese 7/19  

Shelley Simmont 7/19  
Connor Healey 7/19  

David Martin 7/20  
Stella Leissner 7/24  
Leslie Tippens 7/24  

Richard Kawazoe 7/25  
Katherine Smith 7/27  
Pamela Krause 7/27  

Mitchell Fain 7/28  
Brenton Davenport 7/29  
Sharky Anderson 7/30  
Shea Henderson 7/30  
Michele Bauman 7/30  

Wilfred Voges 7/31

 Prayers

Dennis & Jessica Tumlinson
7/11 - 5 years

Pamela & Tim Kurczewski
7/14 - 31 years

Rick & Katherine Smith
7/17 - 42 years

David & JoBeth Oestreich
7/19 - 38 years

Glenn & Kerri Clausen
7/20 - 28 years

Kimberly & Jason Pampell
7/22 - 18 years

Matthew & Shelley Simmont
7/23 - 19 years

Alvin & Helen Bravenec
7/26 - 67 years

Brian & Courtney Peebles
7/27 - 11 years

Shauna & Ken Bradstreet
7/28 - 45 years

mailto:beckyvoges@yahoo.com
mailto:beckyvoges@yahoo.com
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There are several giving options at Peace: Bank Drafts;
Online Giving (Website); Offering Envelopes. If you would
like more information on any of the options listed above,
please give our Finance Administrator, Theresa, a call at
830-620-0618. 

Finances 
May 2024

 
Giving at Peace 

Peace Lutheran
Church

1147 S. Walnut Ave.
New Braunfels, TX  78130

Web address:  
www.peacenb.org

830-620-0618

Pastor Jake Fain
830-312-8797

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday

9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Thursday

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Friday 

Office Closed, Phones Open
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Sunday
10:00 am - Worship 

Livestream @ peacenb.org/live


