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Council Corner - Report from October 2025



New member orientation will be on
10/12 and 10/19 from 11:30am-1pm!
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The Christmas Tea is Coming!

Welcoming Other at Peace



7

Live Nativity
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First Footing Breakfast



Our November Mission Spotlight focuses on the Salvation Army, New Braunfels Corps under the direction of Isaias Beck
Braga.

The Mission Statement
The Salvation Army , an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian Church. Its message is
based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to
meet human needs in His name without discrimination.

Some of the ways that the Salvation Army serves in our community
Feed the residents of First Footing 2 meals a day, every day 
Host Food Drives
Emergency Disaster Services
Provide utility or rent assistance for people in need
Grab and go meals for the homeless
Emergency Shelter
Spiritual Care

Some opportunities to support Salvation Army
Be a bell ringer
Donate to Angel Tree
Angel Tree Charity Golf Tournament Nov, 17
Host a Food Drive
Volunteer with Salvation Army 

Please keep the Salvation Army and the people they serve, as they strive to help those in need.
A dedicated offering will be collected on Sunday, November 23 to benefit Salvation Army, New Braunfels Corps
ministries.

Service Chair
Karen Laughlin
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November Mission Spotlight
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New to Peace Lutheran

Gwen Parr
I was born and raised in El Campo, TX. I left Texas in 1978 and moved to Palo Alto,
CA, where my husband’s office was. Upon his retirement, we moved to Lake Tahoe,
NV. He was later lured out of retirement to help start a company, so we moved to
San Diego, CA, and then retired again to Oro Valley, AZ, where we lived from 2003
until his passing in 2023. I was his full-time caregiver during his last few years.
After his passing, I decided to move back to Texas, where my six siblings (now five)
and their families live. I have been in New Braunfels since February. I hold an
Accounting degree from Arizona State University, though much of my time has
been spent volunteering. I served with the Assistance League, first in San Diego—
where I was chapter president and served on the National Philanthropic Program
Committee—and then in Tucson.
My five remaining siblings live within 2½ hours of New Braunfels, so I am fortunate
to see them often. I have four stepchildren, four grandchildren, and eleven great-
grandchildren who live across the country.
My hobbies include golf, reading, playing games (cards, bunco, dominoes), and
making greeting cards.

Justin Fryar
I’m Justin. My wife is Miranda, and we have been married almost six months. I am
from Bulverde, TX, and I work in San Marcos, TX, at Lemender Concrete
Construction, doing estimating.
I enjoy hunting and being outdoors, and I love watching college and MLB baseball.
Gig’em Aggies!
Miranda Fryar
I was born and raised in Corpus Christi and moved to Seguin, TX, for college at
Texas Lutheran University. I grew up Missouri Synod Lutheran and was exposed to
the ELCA through Camp Chrysalis in Waverly, where I spent nine summers as both
a camper and staff.
In 2021, I met the love of my life, Justin. We got engaged in 2024 and were married
a few months ago. I’m so grateful to have him as part of Peace with me now,
especially as we look forward to planning for a family in the near future.

Stacy Snell
Bruce and I met online in February 1999, married in February 2000, and Katie
moved in with us in March 2000. I was born and raised in So Cal, married in 1991,
moved to Idaho, and divorced in 1997. Growing up and through my thirties, I was
very outdoorsy and loved nature—I still do, though I’m less active now. 
In retirement, I enjoy crafting and spending time with my daughter and
granddaughter. We enjoy movies and audiobooks.
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New to Peace Lutheran

Don Ohlschwager
I was born in Lincoln, NE, in 1953, and moved to Park Rapids, MN, in 1964. I
graduated from DR High School in 1972. I moved back to Nebraska and married on
July 1973.
We moved to New Braunfels, TX, in 1983, and later divorced. I lived in Nebraska
from 1989–2003, remarried in 1993, and was widowed.
I lived in New Braunfels from 2003–2006, then Seguin from 2006–2023.
Karen Ryan
I was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, while it was still a territory. I have an adopted
daughter from Korea and one biological son. I have been divorced since 2011.
I met my partner, Don, on a dating site in February 2018. We hit it off right away!
We enjoy traveling to different state parks with our travel trailer.

John Tucker
Patty and I have a large family, all of whom are grown now.
 We lived in North Texas for almost 30 years before moving to Corpus Christi for
work, and then to New Braunfels. I retired from Texas Rib House in January 2021. I
kept my professional license current as an architect, and in my work I managed
large school construction programs.
I am currently a school board trustee (District 4) for New Braunfels ISD. We were
foster parents for the State of Texas while living in North Texas.
Patty Tucker
I moved to New Braunfels in 2016.
 I enjoy camping, painting, sewing, refinishing furniture, and caring for animals. I
volunteer at the Humane Society and at Sts. Peter and Paul Thrift Store. We have a
large family — six kids and ten grandkids — and we travel often with them.

Shawn Walker
My name is Shawn Walker, and I recently moved from Lubbock with my wife, Terri,
and our son, Oliver. I grew up in Amarillo, TX, and I work as a pediatrician in San
Marcos. I enjoy good food, spending time in the water, and clever humor.
Terri Walker
I was raised in Shattuck, OK, then moved to Concordia, TX, for college. While
there, I met my favorite guy, Shawn—we got married, and I’ve been chasing him
all over ever since 2013!
My career has largely been in city government, but I still don’t know what I want
to be when I grow up. Shawn and I found our church home in the ELCA, and we’re
so happy to have found one here in New Braunfels!
Ollie Walker
 Jacob, Skye, and Miles Johnson 
Finally, join Jacob and Skye Johnson as they welcome their new son,
Miles, into the church and the world.



Earl Blaschke
Martin Franz 
Carol Franz 
Jim Miller 
Rick Smith 

John Claycomb 
Arlene Wold 

Stella Leissner
Earl Koester 

Jenny Phillips
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Birthdays Peace Prayer
Ministry  Anniversaries

Peace Lutheran Church has an 
active Prayer Ministry. We have 
an Email Prayer 
Chain, we have a 
Zoom “Sweet 
Hour of Prayer” 
Group that meets 
every Monday 
morning at 
9:00 a.m., and we have a Prayer 
loom that is included in our 
Sunday morning prayers. All are 
welcome to join our email Prayer 
Chain and our Monday morning 
Prayer Group. 
We have experienced some 
amazing, answered prayers this 
year and we have given comfort to 
many of our members in their 
times of distress. You can email 
Becky at beckyvoges@yahoo.com
for info. 

Clint Phillips Sr 11/01
 Tommy Perkins 11/02

 Beverly Anderson 11/02
 Lorinda Scott 11/03

 Carol Ann Miller 11/04
 Bonnie Claycomb 11/06

 David Thomas 11/06
 Linda Hook 11/08

 Robert McNeill 11/08
 Juliana Garcia 11/08
 Donna Braune 11/10
 Arlene Wold 11/13
 Steven Willis 11/14

 John Claycomb 11/19
 JoBeth Oestreich 11/19
 Helen Bravenec 11/20
 Dorothy Ebert 11/21

 Margaret Weese 11/23
 Hattie Tippens 11/26
 Nanci Witten 11/27

 Brenda Martin 11/30
 Brandy Huston 11/30

 Melissa Fain 11/30

 Prayers

Matthew & Taylor Martinez
 11/05/2022 – 3 years

John & Bonnie Claycomb
 11/26/1967 – 58 years

mailto:beckyvoges@yahoo.com
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Peace Lutheran
Church

1147 S. Walnut Ave.
New Braunfels, TX  78130

Web address:  
www.peacenb.org

830-620-0618

Pastor Jake Fain
830-312-8797

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 2:30 pm 

Friday 
Office Closed

Sunday
10:00 am - Worship 

Livestream @ peacenb.org/live

There are several giving options at Peace: Bank Drafts;
Online Giving (Website); Offering Envelopes. If you would
like more information on any of the options listed above,
please give our Finance Administrator, Theresa, a call at
830-620-0618. 

 
Giving at Peace 


